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Dinecton Wikliam Colby 
Centrak Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20505 


Dear Director Colby: 


This is to confi that you will be making an appearance at the annual Convention 
of the International Platform Assoctation (August 4-8, 1975). Your appearance 
wilh be at the Sheraton Park Hotel on Woodey Road, NW, Washington, D.C. from the 
hours 0f.8340-9:30 pam. on Tuesday, August 5, 1975. This time should inckude the 
question and answ ertod 44 one 4s desired. 


PLease neport + @ Press Room (Delaware Suite) of the Sheraton Park Hotel at 
hak efone you are Scheduled to go on. 

In onder to maximize the publicity incident to your appearance, it 44 suggested 

that someone in your office contact our Washington publicity counsel, Ernest 

Wittenberg of Exnest Wittenberg Associates, Inc., 1616 H Street, N.W., Washington, 

D.C. 20006, telephone 202/783-2080 and be sure that hts office and ours have 

pictures, bios, etc. 


The matter of whether speakers, particularly those from out of town, would Like to 
have special appearances arranged for them with the Local TV and radio media 
during their stay in Washington should be discussed with Ma, Wittenberg, as 
should the pros and cons of calling a press conference. It goes without saying 
that such TV and nadio appearances can be arranged only if the subject matter of 
the speaker's appearance before the IPA is of substantial public «nterest, Such 
appearances are usually in the form of interview program. 


Those planning to be in the city of Washington the afternoon and evening of 
Monday, August 4, are invited to a cocktath buffet (5:30 ~- 7:00) at Washington's 
Metropolitan Chub on 17th & H St., N.W. Those guests who wish to are then prtvi- 
Leged to attend the Welcoming Party which offictatly opens up this summer's TPA 
Convention. It wif be in the Park Ballroom of Washington's Sheraton Park Hotel 
on Woodley Rd., N.W. and wikl start at 8:00 p.m. 


For those not familiar with the Local ground rules of the IPA Convention and of 
the Lecture platform, the differences between Platform and other news disseminating 
media are significant. We are enckosing an article written about the IPA by the 
Late national columnist Drew Pearson, which will be of interest to speakers who 
have not already seen Lt. 
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Although most of the speakers on the IPA Convention program have had extensive 
pkatform expertence, it is a common fault of even some of the best of them to 
focus their presentation 40 much on the audience in front of them that they 
sometimes tend to forget the vastly greater audience that will hear their remarks 
second and third and fourth hand ig the Speaker actually aims at this greater 
secondary audience. In order to play sage, we ane sending this suggestion to ath 
convention speakers, regardless of their background and expertence. 


In onder to get the maximum public effect from a presentation at the IPA Convention 
it with contribute to its greater dissemination if a speaker can cast Lt in Such 

a way as to generate conversation pieces involving his on her thesis which wilt 
motivate the program chavumen and organization officials in the IPA audience to go 
back to hundreds of Locations all over the United States and repeat to the memb es ht 
of the organizations and audiences they represent those statements and viewpoints 
they found to be particularly interesting. A good quote, a catchy phrase, an 
imaginative idea, a startling proposal, an cnteresting viewpoint, a piece of 
nekevant humor, all tend to give "Legs" to one's presentation and can greatly 
increase the aggregate public effect of one's remarks by augmenting the size of 
the audience ultimately touched by tt. 


Histony is full of such sekf-properling statements and many of our VIPS of the 
past ane remembered as much by such statements as they are by anything else. 
"Speak softly and carry a big stick;"..."Damn the tonpedoes...3"..."Lagayette, we 
ane heres"... "Beware of foretgn entanglements ;"..."ACR men are eneated equal;"... 
Lincokn's famous counter-quote to the General who said..."my headquarters are in 
the saddle;"..."his headquarters are where his hindquarters should be;".. Caesar's 
"Yoni, vidi, victz"... "14 we don't ake hang together, we will all hang sepanateky;"... 
Churchive's "the soft underbelly of the Axis;".. .Khuushchev's "corn 48 Sausage on 
a stick;"...etc...ad infinitum, 


Owt IPA audience members have without question heard mone Speeches by famous men 
and women than any other audience in the nation. As a nesult, they are more than 
averagely interested in facts and ideas and solutions and predictions, because Lt 
is theint job to talk about them and report on them when they get home. They may 
admine the techniques of a top-flight inspirational speaker, but 44 there 44 
nothing for then to quote back home, they will think "another Wilbtam Jennings 
Bayan", who was known to the Pkatfonm as the "Boy Onaton of the Platte" because 
the Platte River was a mle wide and onky a foot deep. Our famous IPA founder, 
Daniek Webster, with his theatrics and onatonical gestures and his tendency to 
Leave out facts, would now have them saying back home, "He made a great Speech but 
I just can't remember what he Said". 


I am Looking fonard with great pleasure to greeting you at our IPA Convention. 


Very Y Yours ? 
ok ae 

Dan Tyler Moore 

Director General 


DTM: dm 
Enckosure 
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THE INTERNATIONAL PLATFORM ASSOCIATION 
WHERE PUBLIC OPINION IS CRYSTALIZED 
By 


Drew Pearson - July 26, 1969 


I am always astonished at the speed with which news travels by word of mouth 
in nations where news is rigidly censored. Stalin's death easily jumped cen- 
_sorship and by word of mouth alone, by rumor and high level gossip, swiftly 
blanketed the U.S.S.R. before the official announcement. 


The swift dissemination of news by radio, T.V. and newspaper in the US, 
blinds us to the fact that, because of the telephone, and the extent to which 
Americans travel, this same process of verbal communication goes on even 
more swiftly here. The news media give us current news but the public image 
of a national figure or an idea is jelledonlyby millions of face-to-face conver- 
sations between human beings. 


The effect of each such conversation is enormously enhanced if one partici- 
pant is respected and can state he or she actually saw and heard a certain 
national figure face to face, or even talked to a person who saw him, It is in 
fact this high level gossip, the "I see what you mean and like what you tell me 
about that person," sort of conversation, repeated innumerable times by local 
opinion makers, that eventually crystalizes a political figure's national image. 
‘More and more top level public figures are learning how to tapthemselves in- 
to this power, 


The U.S., where everything is packaged for convenience of the consumer, is 
the only nation that has not only packaged this critically important high level 
talk, and influence, and rumor mechanism, but has even packaged a massive 
trade association with close to 10,000 members to effectuate it. (Since this 
was writtenthe membership has risento almost twelve thousand, in November, 
1972. ) 


Every summer in July, the International Platform Association at its Washing - 
ton, D.C. Convention, sets up channels for routing hundreds of important 
statements, and ideas, and usable quotes, from the many top national figures 
who speak at this convention down through its Platform orators, lecturers, 
commentators, and program chairmen, to millions of listeners in thousands 
of "Platform" audiences throughout the U.S. 
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This unique organization of top flight platform speakers, and the local program 
chairmen who control the budgets with which to paythem to appear before their 
audiences, has among its members thousands of lecturers, columnists, TV 
and radio commentators, program chairmen, organization members and other 

persons who "moonlight" in the lecture business, Always eager for material, 
by the weird multiplication mathematics of the Platform, they keep retelling 

catchy quotes andideas made by speakers at their IPA annual Washington con- 
gress to innumerable audiences aggregating millions of individuals for months 
after the statements have been made, 


Included among these program chairmen and members of local groups are the 
brass hats in hundreds of U.S. cities and towns, the organization activists who 
finance and run these local organizations in which American public opinion is 
crystalized, These include women's clubs, service clubs, executive clubs, 
foreign affairs councils, dinner, and knife and fork clubs, conventions, forums, 
seminars, conferences, and college and school assemblies, and many other 
types of organizations set up for a variety of purposes, 


Most of these have as common denominators only the facts that they have ac- 
tive members who can and willpay dues to support some group objectives, and 
that one or more of their members are likely to be members of the Internation- 
al Platform Association. 


The members of such local Platform organizations are much more than aver - 
age interested in airing national issues and affairs in their own hore areas, 
They use their annual IPA congress in Washington at the end of July to help 
them decide what national figures are most worth hearing and believing and 
presenting to their home audiences, and what national issues are most impor- 
tant vis-a-vis these thousands of audiences all set up and waiting to be talked 
to at the local level. 


An interesting corollary to. the above is the fact that a significant percentage 
of all the delegates to both the Democratic and the Republican national conven- 
tions both in 1964 and 1968 were International Platform Association members, 


The IPA has more than lived up to thebrilliant conception of its original found - 
ers Daniel Webster and Josiah Holbrook and of the old-time orators, Teddy 
Roosevelt, (the Godfather of present IPA Director General Dan Moore, ) Mark 
Twain, President William Howard Taft, William Jennings Bryan, and Carl 
Sandburg, under whose aegis IPA was reorganized.at the beginning of this cen- 
tury as a mechanism for setting up groups in all local communities to finance 
the importation of top level speakers, 


It is estimated that over 65,000 appearances before audiences emerge every 


year throughout the U.S. out of the IPA annual congress and its membership. 
A catchy phrase or provocative idea delivered by a VIP guest speaker before 
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this unique Platform audience of professionals and semi-professionals looking 
for material "out of the horse's mouth!" is, by the elaborately structured verb- 
al multiplication system mentioned above, repeated to thousands of audiences 
both live, TV and radio over the months between IPA conventions ona "J heard 
it myself and believe he is right" basis. 


Instead of being dissipated in a day or two like a newspaper release, this mul- 
tiplying effect goes on in the form of thousands of verbal time fuses burning 
for months out of the mouths of speakers who are usually more than proud to 
say that they had personal contact with the national figures quoted at their IPA 
congress, 


Inasmuch as a good percentage of all speakers booked to speak before organi- 
zations at the local level are then quoted in the local press and make personal 
appearances on local TV and radio stations as an adjunct to their appearance, 
their aggregate exposure in allmédia over the twelve months between IPA con- 
ventions isformidable. It emerges as considerably more so when itis consid- 
ered that all that is necessary to feed an individual or an idea or a quote into 
this nationwide verbal communication engine that touches all news media is an 
appearance on the stage by the right person sometime during the five - day 
Washington summer conference of the IPA. 


The unprecedented and increasing number of national figures on the IPA con- 
ference program over the past few years is evidence of recognition at toplevel 
that an individual having a stake in the public image of an idea or in his own 
public image vis-a-vis such an idea, can be substantially benefited by risking 
an hour of yearly time budget to be one of the some fifteen national figures who 
make a personal appearance before this highly vocal cross section of verbal 
opinion molders, 


If the presentation is made by one of those fortunates who uses quotable state - 
ments that can be easily picked up and retailed by the platform speakers and 
program chairmen present, the cumulative effect in thousands of appearances 
over the next twelve months can be as startling as is the fact that so largea 
percentage of the persons in this special category can be contacted in one hall 
by one person with one speech. 


Another reason why these thousands of audiences with their millions of listen- 
ers that make up the American Platform are unusually efficient at crystallizing 
the national public image of an individualor an idea is the fact that the average 
listener in each of these myriads of audiences would not even be sitting and 
listening in the local hall if he or she was not unusually interested and active. 
Attending such meetings takes time and costs money, The average organiza- 
tion of this type meets from five to fifty times each year, a substantial com- 
mitment of time. The listeners are therefore composed largely of local brass 
hats of both major political parties, the political and business and professional 


Approved For Release 2004/10/13 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000300320003-4 


ER 


ER 


ER 


Approved For Release 2004/10/13 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000300320003-4 


"doers' who more than any other group, mold public opinion regionally through- 
out the U.5, 


If a person is unusually important politically, businesswise, professionally, 
or in fact for almost any reason, he or she is likely to belong to one or more 
local organizations that put paid speakers in front of their audiences. These 
are the same speakers who, because of the sharp competition for profitable 
lecture bookings, are always on afrantic search for authentic speech material. 
As mentioned above they pick up a goed percentage of their quotes and ideas 
from the top speakers, usually men high in nationaland political life, that they 
hear on the platform at the IPA Washington Convention each July.’ 


LY 
food 


The-IPA is non partisan and non political and, on its many year old theory 
end should maintain an impartial forum, adopts no cause however worthy. 
Although it makes no attempt to be an exclusive organization, and infact takes 
paffis to be sure its membership extends down to the grass roots, it none the 
legg, has one of the most distinguished rosters of any in the nation, one that 
cantibt fail to affect any national issue or personality that is brought into con- 
tacf&with its peculiarly focused machinery. 
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